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FIRST PART OF

HOT. But, soft, I pray you; Did king Richard

then

Proclaim my brother Edmund Mortimer
Heir to the crown5 ?

5 Heir to the crown?] Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March,
was the undoubted heir to the crown after the death of Richard,
as appears from the following table ; in which the three younger
children of King Edward III. are not included, as being immate-
rial to the subject before us :

King Edward III.

r
 Edward, Prince of Wales.
 King Richard II. died without issue :
	William of Hatfield died without issue.
	Lionel, duke of Clarence.
	John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster.

		r  r         - - i- ^
 Philippa,  married to Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March.
	Henrv, duke of Hereford, afterwards King Henry IV.

Roger Mortimer,
Earl of March.

Edmund Morti-
mer, Earl of
March.

Eleanor died
without issue.

Anne, married
to Richard, Earl
of Cambridge.

Sandford, in his Genealogical History, says, that the last men-
tioned Edmund, Earl of March, (the Mortimer of this play,) was
married to Anne Stafford, daughter of Edmund, Earl of Stafford.
Thomas Walsingham asserts that he married a daughter of Owen
Glendower; and the subsequent historians copied him; but this
is a very doubtful point, for the Welsh writers make no mention
of it. Sandford says that this Earl of March was confined by the
jealous Henry in the castle of Trim in Ireland, and that he died
there, after an imprisonment of twenty years, on the 19th of
January, 1424-. But this is a mistake. There is no proof that
he was confined a state-prisoner by King Henry the Fourth, and
he was employed in many military services by his son Henry the
Fifth. He died at his own castle at Trim in Ireland, at the"time
mentioned by Sandford, but not in a state of imprisonment. See
note on King Henry VI. Part II. Act II. Sc. II.

Since the original note was written, I have learned that Owen
Glendower's daughter was married to his antagonist Lord Grey of
Ruthven. Holinshed led Shakspeare into the error of supposing
her the wife of Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March. This noble-
man, who is the Mortimer of the present play, was born in No-
vember, 1392, and consequently at the time when this play com-